


CASES 
• Compilations of judicial decisions are 

printed in case reports or reporters 
• Decisions are published 

chronologically, as received by the 
publisher 



CASES 
NOT ALL decisions are published  
Decision to publish is made by the 
court (or some office thereof) or by 
the publisher 
Order of Publication 



OFFICIAL & UNOFFICIAL REPORTERS 

549 U.S. 118 
166 L.Ed.2d 604 

127 S. Ct. 764 



OTHER FEDERAL COURTS 
Federal Reporter =  
Federal Circuit Courts 

Federal Supplement= 
Federal District Courts 



STATE COURTS 



REGIONAL REPORTERS 



DIGESTS  
• Arranged by Jurisdiction or 

Level of Court 
• Provide a headnote for each 

case 



PARTS OF THE DIGEST 
Descriptive Word Index 
Table of Cases 
Topic Outlines 
List of Topics 
Words & Phrases 
 



DIGEST IN PRINT 
How to begin 
Use Topics and Key Numbers from 
other cases/sources 
Descriptive Word Index 
Outline of Law/ Topic Outline 



UPDATING DIGESTS 
1. Main Volume 
2. Pocket part or pamphlet  
3. Supplementary pamphlet (updating 

pocket parts 
4. Mini-Digest in the REPORTER volumes 



FOR EXAMPLE… 

You have a client who is a tree farmer… 
 
 



DESCRIPTIVE 
WORD INDEX 

= Adverse Possession 



DIGEST VOLUME 



UPDATING DIGEST 

The “Pocket Part” 



UPDATING DIGEST 

The “Closing With Cases” Table 



DIGEST 
ONLINE 



LEXIS TOPIC & HEADNOTE 
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